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WHAT IS THE UNSEEN TERROR... 


...that destroys planes 
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every government! 
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Unseen enemies strike 
with unknown terror... 
a mile in the sky! See 
the Secret Service fight 
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TEST KNOWLEDGE 


OF AIR FEATS 


If you prefer selling “Murder In The Air’ 


as a thriller of the skyways rather than 
as a murder story, why not use an 


8 Tested Exploitati 
Every Showman Can 


rae 1. Promote bookstore display of novels on av: 
aviation quiz and let folks test their ; Soe tee ae 
Lio Wledise GRE Fn) ucaticne like: with heavy still display, billing, and playda 
es ee apa 2. Lobby display of airmail stamps from all c 
aviatrix has been declared legally stamp or hobby editor of paper. 
dead?’’, “What brothers pioneered in 
the invention of the airplane?”, and 3. Display a still of Reagan along with tho 


others supplied by aviation editor of 


Wright Bros., Amelia Earhart, and others. 


local paper can also be used for man- identify them. 


in-street and inquiring reporter bally. 
4. Play record of airplane motor interspersec 
copy for radio spiel on this page. | 


Lobby Display 


| ae MOST OF vn BEAy 7 ae 


west enon PF see 
nN ENO 


NTO sean 


5. Get groups such as Junior Birdmen and o 
bers to attend show in a body wearing club 


6. Break into print by having film arrive by pl: 
air hero, or detective, and delivered to you : 


7. Promote department store tie-up with dis 
igibles. Window layouts and counter car 
showing. Add theatre and playdate. 


A FIGHT TO 


OFF 
ee - AUR, ‘lie 


Liste BE MISSIONS! ne eee 8 


anes 


SECRE NT 
df | Guo aan 
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Newsboys with heralds on busy street corne 
loud cries of “Wuxtry ... ‘Murder In The 


TRAE AFEITERS! 


SPY EQUIPMENT FI 
ON DISPLAY 


“See” display sells thrill fans in your Arrange attractive lobby display showing Wh 


lobby. Center is pressbook cover; stills 
are from branch set available at your 


local Vitagraph exchange. 


how wartime spies conceal damaging 
evidence. Exhibit includes hollow 
heels, wigs and toupees, false-headed 


canes, false teeth, etc. Copy nearby 
reads, “See how secret agents conceal 
espionage secrets in ‘Murder In The 


MAN IN STREET 
BALLY 


Inquiring reporter or man-in-street quizzes, 


“Which do you think more hazardous, EXHIBIT PLANS OF 


the work of G-Men or professional In x 


LOCAL INVENTORS 


Give the would-be inventors a chance to 


Air’.”” Scene stills complete display. 


spies?”, or “If during a war you in- 
vented a death ray machine, would you 


turn the plans over to your government show off their inventions in a lobby 


exhibit. Call for inventions that are 
practical, fantastic, interesting, etc. 1 


even though it meant death for hun- 
dreds of people?” 


UNDERLINERS FOR 
CARTOON STRIPS 


Since practically every paper in the coun- 


Merchants Tie In or 


We think you'll be able to get everybody inte 
“Find the Murderer” search held in co-oper 


try runs cartoon strips featuring the 
mystery angle concerning detectives 
and foreign agents, check with local 
editor on the possibility of tagging 
underliners tieing in with your show. 
If this can’t be arranged, you might 
place a small ad on the same page call- 
ing attention to the film. 


chants. Announce that a man of certain des 
stores at definite times. People who identify h 
the spot. “WANTED” posters with a picture 
be tacked up around town to sell your show ai 
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on Leaders 
Put to Work 


lation plus murder mysteries 
te. 


ver the world with tip-off to 


se of Lindy, Rickenbacker, 
Post in lobby and have kids 


| with announcement as per 


f 


\ 


Bicy kid aviation club mem- 
pins, helmets, etc. 


ine, picked up by local celeb, 
at theatre. 


play of toy planes and dir- 


ds attract attention to your 


rs attract the passersby with 
Air’ .. . Read all about it.”’ 


ND SPIES’ SECRET 
PASSWORDS 


at are the passwords of saboteurs spy- 
ing on American airplane secrets? An- 
nounce that secret words will be hidden 
in the classified ad section. Those send- 
ing in correct list of words to your 
theatre receive ducats to show. 


IRPLANE PHOTO 
CONTEST 


egular ad, lobby, or through camera 
editor of your local paper, promote 
contest for best snapshots taken by 
amateurs of airplanes and dirigibles. 
Pix are sent to you and exhibited in 
your theatre lobby. 


| 
} Man Hunt 


rested in your show with a 
ation with the local mer- 
‘ription will be in specified 
im receive guest tickets on 
of the man in the stunt can 
id the gag. 


USE DEALER 
TIE-UP STILLS 


Contact local merchants with these tie-up 


stills for window displays on RON- 
ALD REAGAN — tuxedo, RR 53; 
pipe, RR 70; sport shirt, RR 84; bath- 
ing trunks, RR Pub A8. LYA LYS— 
costume jewelry, Lys 1; evening 
gown, Lys 48; wrist watch, Lys 68; 
tennis costume, Lys 82. JAMES 
STEPHENSON—polo shirt, J. St 35; 
sport jacket, J. St 46. Entire set of 
ten sells for 90c. Order from Warner 
Bros. Campaign Plan Editor, 321 
West 44th St., New York City. 


Radio Plug 


... with this “Murder In The Air’ plug 
just before or after the various pro- 
grams devoted to gangsters, mystery 
stories, or detective dramas. 


“There’s ‘Murder In The Air’! Terror is 
striking from the skies, while G-Men fight 
back. See ‘Murder In The Air’, the fastest- 
moving action-drama of the year, and be 
thrilled as you’ve never been thrilled be- 
fore! See G-Men fight a death ray a mile 
above the clouds! See a beautiful spy lead 
G-Men into a deadly trap! See ‘Murder In 
The Air’ beginning Friday at the Strand 
Theatre, starring Ronald Reagan with lovely 
Lya Lys, John Litel, and James Stephenson. 
For the lightning action and punch of a 
power dive, see ‘Murder In The Air’!”’ 


NEWS HEADLINES 


SELL SHOW 


Since the story deals with subversive ele- 


ments in America, headlines from the 
daily papers will prove to be one of the 
best selling angles for your show. Paste 
up on a 40” x 60” all notices of the 
crime wave with clips and pix on 
espionage and spy activity. Add selling 
copy, scene stills, picture billing, and 
playdate to round out display. 


QUIZ FOLKS ON 
SPYING ANGLE 


Film presents problems about what United 


States secret service operators can do 
to prevent espionage and spying in this 
country. Use following question for 
man-on-the-street or school essay con- 
test: ‘What steps do you think our 
government must take to combat sabo- 
tage and spying ?”’ 
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“INVISIBLE” 
TEASER CARD GAG 


Your local printer or novelty house can 
make up those chemically “fixed’’ teas- 
er cards, one side of which is printed 
in invisible ink. Visible side reads, 
“Wet the other side of this card and 
learn the secrets of saboteurs spying 
on American mobilization — plans.” 
When wet, reverse side reads, “See 
“Murder in the Air’ at the Strand and 


see spies at work!” 


TROUBLESHOOTER 
LOBBY DISPLAY 


Cueing on Ronald Reagan’s role of a se- 
cret service troubleshooter, make up a 
lobby display showing ace _ trouble- 
shooters from other fields. In addition 
to several exciting stills from your 
branch set, add pix of local daredevils 
from local police force, fire-station, 
and telephone company. 


STEEL FILE FOR 
PATRON INTEREST 


Set up a real steel file in your lobby a week 
in advance of your showing. Placard 
reads, “From the files of the United 
States Secret Service comes the daring 
inside story of how Uncle Sam’s guard- 


ians track down spying saboteurs! See 
it all in ‘Murder in the Air,’ begin- 
ning on Friday.” 


POST PHONEY 
BILL NUMBERS 


Cueing on the film’s plot wherein secret 
service men track down an important 
clue when they discover a quantity of 
counterfeit money, post blow-up in 
your lobby of phoney bill numbers is- 
sued by chief of police and local banks. 


HERALD 


... this show with ad 301. Print up 
with co-op ad on reverse side and 
distribute wherever kids congre- 
gate—schools, playgrounds, etc. 


Book the 
Warner Bros. 
Trailer! 
it’s Your 


Best Advance 
Selling Aid! 


‘MURDER IN AIR’ 
FOR THRILL FANS 


There has been much specula- 
tion about the possibility of a 
death ray mechanism. It has 
been the subject of tales on the 
radio and of comic strips. War- 
ner Bros.’ “Murder in the Air,” 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre on Friday, is an excit- 
ing thriller dealing with this in- 
strument’s strange manoeuver- 
ings. 

In this new film, the ray is re- 
ferred to as “The Inertia Pro- 
jector,” and when operated by 
its inventor is capable of stop- 
ping an airplane four miles 
away! Much of the picture’s dy- 
namic action arises from the 
attempts of sabateurs and es- 
pionage agents to steal the plans 
from America and turn them 
over to belligerent nations. 

The exciting film stars Ronald 
Reagan in another of his splen- 
did characterizations of a young 
secret service operator, and fea- 
tures Lya Lys, John Litel, James 
Stephenson and Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Lewis Seiler directed the Ray- 
mond Schrock screen play. 


Mat 201—30c 
ACE SECRET SERVICE AGENT battles in a dirigible above the 
clouds for an exciting scene in Warner Bros.’ ‘Murder in the Air,”’ 
featuring Ronald Reagan, Lya Lys, John Litel and James Stephenson, 


which opens next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


(Lead) 


“Murder in the Air’’ 
Gripping Thriller 


Espionage Action Film to Be 
Shown on Strand Screen Friday 


Intrigue and espionage in a 
peaceful nation, a fierce battle 
against the “enemy within”— 
subjects that have been filling 
headlines and public interest— 
offer the theme of the exciting 
Warner Bros. film coming to the 
Strand Theatre next Friday, 
“Murder in the Air.” 

The timely film is cast with 
such talented young players as 
Ronald Reagan and the exotic 
screen newcomer, Lya Lys, sup- 
ported by John Litel, James Ste- 
phenson and Eddie Foy, Jr. 

A commentary on a network of 
foreign secret agents operating 
in this country, the plot opens 
on a House investigation com- 
mittee whose plans to crack an 
insidious ring have been frus- 
trated. Resourceful young de- 
tective Brass Bankroft, played 
by Ronald Reagan, is put on the 
case. 

In a short while Brass picks up 
the trail of the enemy through 
the accidental death of one of 
the agents. Disguised as the 
dead man, he is taken into the 
ring by Joe Garvey, James Ste- 
phenson’s role, where he learns 
of plans to steal a startling new 
discovery from the U. S. mili- 
tary, It“1s'*an* “Inertia... Pro- 
jector,” which brings to earth 


SYNOPSIS 


Joe Garvey (James Stephen- 
son) is suspected of espionage 
but it seems impossible to get 
direct evidence. The trail un- 
expectedly leads to him when 
a famed spy and saboteur is 
killed in a train wreck. Secret 
Service headquarters put Brass 
Bancroft (Ronald Reagan) 
and Gabby Watters (Eddie 
Foy, Jr.) on the case. On or- 
ders from his chief (John Li- 
tel), Brass takes the spy’s 
place and goes to meet Gar- 
vey. The agent’s wife (Lya 
hotel 


Lys) comes to Brass’ 
and to prevent exposure, Gab- 
by turns her over to federal 
agents. Garvey orders Brass 
to board the dirigible, U. S. S. 
Mason. A discovery is to be 
tested — the “Inertia Projec- 


tor,”’ which stops airplanes 
from four miles away. At sea 
Brass is contacted and told to 
wreck the dirigible. A storm 
forces the Mason into the sea. 
Brass saves the projector, but 
the blueprints are stolen. Back 
on land, the projector brings 
to earth the plane in which 
Garvey is escaping with the 
blueprints. 


planes within a four mile radius. 

Brass is ordered to board the 
dirigible U. S. S. Mason as it 
leaves for a test of the pro- 
jector. At sea, Brass learns that 
an official on the dirigible is 
working with the enemy, trying 
to steal the invention. This 
Brass thwarts. He saves the pro- 
jector, but during a storm which 
forces the Mason out to sea, 
the enemy agent escapes with 
the blueprint. Back on land, the 
projector brings to earth the 
plane in which Garvey is escap- 
ing with the blueprint. 

The engrossing original screen 
play was written by Raymond 
Schrock and directed by Lewis 
Seiler. 


HEADLINES CUE 
NEW STRAND FILM 


Almost twenty percent of the 
stories brought to the screen 
about contemporary life are 
lifted right out of the front 
pages of the nation’s news- 
papers, according to a survey of 
Bryan Foy, associate producer 
of Warner Bros.’ pulse-pounding 
drama, “Murder in the Air,” 
which opens at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 

Ronald Reagan, rising young 
star, is well equipped to play 
the role of “Brass” Bankroft, 
alert young secret service opera- 
tor. He has played similar roles 
in other adventure films, but 
never has he appeared to better 
advantage than in “Murder in 
the Air,” for he combines dar- 
ing with keen insight to the 
character he is portraying, an 
ability that has made him one 
of the most sought-after leading 
men in Hollywood. 

The background of the youth- 
ful star has a great deal to do 
with his naturalness and ease 
before the cameras, for Reagan 
has always led an outdoor life, 
and his athletic build places him 
in good stead as an extremely 
believeable young agent for 
Uncle Sam. 

Also appearing in the film are 
the glamorous Continental act- 
ress, Lya Lys, and such popular 
players as John Litel, James 
Stephenson and Eddie Foy, Jr., 
namesake of the famous vaude- 
ville star. Talented young di- 
rector Lewis Seiler handled the 
megaphone. Raymond Schrock 
wrote the screen play. 
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Spy Thriller on 
Way to Strand 


“Murder in the Air,” hailed 
as one of the year’s most thrill- 
ing pictures, is scheduled to open 
on Friday at the Strand. The 
new Warner Bros. film stars 
Ronald Reagan, who apears as 
Brass Bancroft, the fearless 
secret service operator who must 
battle a group of ruthless es- 
pionage agents in order to un- 
cover the secrets of a terrifying 
death ray. 

The action-drama is timely, 
for it deals with the attempts of 
subversive organizations to un- 
dermine our American democ- 
racy by securing military secrets 
and turning them over to bellig- 
erent nations. In addition to 
Reagan, the film features Lya 
Lys, John Litel, James Stephen- 
son and Eddie Foy, Jr. 


NEW FILM BARES 
SPIES’ SECRETS 


Beginning on Friday, the 
Strand Theatre will present 
“Murder in the Air,” the new 
Warner Bros. action drama 
hailed by critics as one of the 
most exciting films of the year. 

Ronald Reagan stars in the 
role of an alert young secret 
service operator who must smash 
a spy ring that has caused 
federal officials much concern. 
The story finds many parallels 
in the daily headlines, for its de- 
lineation of subversive activity 
gnawing at the roots of Ameri- 
can democracy is extremely 
timely. 

In addition to the popular 
Reagan, the film features lovely, 
blonde Lya Lys, the foreign 
actress who made her American 
debut in “Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy,” John Litel, James Ste- 
phenson, and Eddie Foy, Jr., 
Reagan’s humorous side-kick in 
other popular adventure films. 


Expose of Enemy Spies 
In New Film at Strand 


The Strand Theatre’s next 
presentation is the Warner 
Bros. action thriller, “Murder 
in the Air.” The film, starting 
next Friday, features Ronald 
Reagan, Lya Lys, John Litel, 
James Stephenson and Eddie 
Foy, Jr., namesake of the famous 
vaudeville star. 

The film, which deals with 
alien spies plotting against our 
government and the daring work 
of our secret service agents, has 
been praised for its timely inter- 
est and high quality entertain- 
ment. 


Brass Bancroft 


Gabby Watters 00. 


Doctor Finchley 


George Hayden 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by LEWIS SEILER 
Original Screen Play by Raymond Schrock; Director of Pho- 
tography, Ted McCord, A. S. C.; Art Director, Stanley Fleisher; 
Dialogue Director, Harry Seymour; Film Editor, Frank Magee; 
Gowns by Howard Shoup; Sound by Robert B. Lee. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


eee RONALD REAGAN 
SIPS Rie OTE et John Litel 
Pas err ee James Stephenson 
ee tear Eddie Foy, Jr. 
Raa SE meres Robert Warwick 
RUehe TN Boe 3 Victor Zimmerman 
NEN Me William Gould 
SE Be Ce eee Kenneth Harlan 
eae ee Frank Wilcox 


Rumford ee apie ly 


Commander Wayne .............. 


Pieter Gime oe. 


John Kramer _ 


Running Time . . 


RONALD REAGAN 
ACE SLEUTH IN 
‘MURDER IN AIR’ 


There’s never a dull moment 
in the professional life of Ronald 
Reagan, virile star of Warner 
Bros.’ “Murder in the Air,” fea- 
turing John Litel, Lya Lys, 
James Stephenson and Eddie 
Foy, Jr., which opens at the 
Strand Theatre on Friday. 

The young player’s roles us- 
ually call for the action and 
vitality he projects. Among Rea- 
gan’s roles have been detective 
parts in the “Secret Service” 
series, and the fast-talking, fast- 
stepping young modern in 
“Brother Rat,’ “Brother Rat 
and a Baby” and “Dark Vic- 
tory.” 

In “Murder in the Air” Rea- 
gan is again cast as a sprightly 
secret service 
agent whose 
resourceful- 
ness helps 
erack a ring 
of enemy 
spies. It’s the 
sort of part 
Reagan feels 
he can do best 
and which he 
thoroughly 
enjoys play- 
ing. 

Although 
his schoolboy 
ambition was to act, on gradua- 
tion Ronald found himself writ- 
ing a weekly sports column for 
a local newspaper. This led to a 
radio job as sports announcer, 
broadcasting outstanding events 
for the coast-to-coast networks. 
It was while covering the 
Chicago Cubs’ spring training 
camp at Catalina Island that he 
came to the attention of Warner 
Bros. scouts. A screen test led 
to his Warner contract. 

Not only has Ronald been 
pleased with his screen roles, 
but his leading lady in several 
of his films, Jane Wyman, so met 
with his approval that he re- 
cently made her Mrs. Reagan. 


Mat 103—15e 
Ronald Reagan 


Lya Lys in New Film 


Lovely blonde Lya Lys is get- 
ting used to appearing as a 
slinky spy bent on obtaining es- 
pionage secrets. The charming 
actress made her motion picture 
debut as the friend of the Nazi 
saboteur in “Confessions Of A 
Nazi Spy.” She is currently ap- 
pearing as the leading lady of 
Warner Bros.’ “Murder in the 
Air,” in the role of a glamorous 
spy. Ronald Reagan, John Litel, 
James Stephenson, and Eddie 
Foy, Jr., also appear in the 
thrilling action-drama. 


Charles Brokaw 
Helen Lynd 


. - 55 minutes 


(Opening Day) 


‘MURDER IN AIR’ 
SPY DRAMA 
OPENS TODAY 


Strand Film Shows 
Spies at Work 


As timely as headlines that 
tell of espionage corroding gov- 
ernments from within, is War- 
ner Bros.’ thrilling commentary 
on spies and corruption, “Mur- 
der in the Air,” which opens at 
the Strand Theatre today. 

The action film of secret 
agents and G-men, intrigue, ter- 
ror and the bravery of men who 
risk their lives to protect their 
country against the workings 
of sinister aliens, is cast with 
an array of talented players. 
Ronald Reagan has _ been 
awarded the lead role on the 
strength of a series of fine per- 
formances in Warner Bros. 
films. Beautiful Lya Lys is a 
newcomer with a _ promising 
future. John Litel, James Ste- 
phenson and Eddie Foy, Jr., all 
well. known to film audiences, 
appear in supporting roles. 

Telling of an established ring 
of foreign secret agents in this 
country, the story opens on a 
perplexed government Congres- 
sional committee. Joe Garvey, 
played by James Stephenson, is 
the suspected leader of the ring, 
but direct evidence is not ob- 
tainable. Red corpuscles are put 
into their campaign as young 
detective Brass Bankroft, por- 
trayed by Ronald Reagan, is put 
on the case. 

Brass manages to get into 
Garvey’s employ and here he 
learns of a plan to steal a vital 
new invention from the U. S. 
government. It is a_ startling 
“Inertia Projector,” which brings 
to earth all airplanes within a 
four mile radius. When Garvey’s 
informants tell him of a planned 
flight of the dirigible U. S. S. 
Mason, on which the projector 
is to be tested, he orders Brass 
to board the dirigible. 

On the flight, Brass circum- 
vents the stealing of the pro- 
jector, but one of the agents gets 
away with the blueprints of the 
invention during a storm which 
forces the Mason out to sea. Rac- 
ing back to land, the Mason uses 
the projector to bring down the 
plane in which Garvey is at- 
tempting an escape. 

The original screen play was 
written by Raymond Schrock 
and directed by Lewis Seiler. 


TENSE MOMENT 
IN STRAND DRAMA 


James Stephenson and Lya 


Lys international 


plotters in Warner Bros.’ 


portray 


exciting action spy drama, 
“Murder in the Air,” also 
featuring Ronald Reagan, 
John Litel and Eddie Foy, 
Jr., which opens at the 
Strand on Friday. 
Mat 202—30c 


(Review) 


“Murder in the Air’ Timely 
Adventure Spy Film at Strand 


Warner Bros.’ ‘Murder in the 
Air,” which opened at the Strand 
Theatre last night, is full of the 
rapid-fire action and adventure 
that makes for real screen enter- 
tainment. 

The fast-moving plot deals with 
the activities of enemy secret 
service agents in this country 
and the daring counter-espionage 
agents whose courage and brav- 
ery foil their sinister attempts. 
In the role of a live-wire young 
detective, Ronald Reagan turns 
in a fine performance. Lya Lys 
is a talented recent discovery 
who shows marked promise as an 
actress and outstanding pulchri- 
tude. In supporting roles are 
such popular players as John 
Litel, James Stephenson and 
Eddie Foy, Jr. 

Opening on a Congressional 
investigation committee, the 
well-timed story tells of Joe 
Garvey, played by James Ste- 
phenson, who is the suspected 
head of a ring of alien spies in 
the United States. Direct evi- 
dence seems impossible to un- 
cover, so Secret Service head- 
quarters put their ace detective, 
Brass Bankroft, portrayed by 
Ronald Reagan, on the case. 

When Brass discovers one of 
the enemy agents killed in a 
train wreck, he takes the spy’s 
place and reports for duty to 
Garvey. Here he learns of a 


John Litel Has New 
Slant for Actors 


One of MHollywood’s busiest 
actors is John Litel, who will be 
seen in ‘‘Murder in the Air,” new 
Warner Bros. espionage thriller 
opening at 
the Strand 
Theatre on 
Friday. The 
film, which 
also features 
Ronald Rea- 
gan, Lya Lys, 
James Ste- 
phenson and 
Eddie Foy, 
Jr., offers Li- 
tel another of 
the import- 
ant character 
roles which 
are his forte. 

No older than many of the 
screen’s most popular love- 
makers, Litel prefers portray- 
ing older, mellower characters. 
“There’s so much you can do 
with a character that has aged 
in life and acquired marked 
traits and habits,” he said re- 
cently. His portrayals of profes- 
sional] men, patriots and, in gen- 
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eral, mature characters are re- 
sponsible for his stepping from 
one important role into another 
in his active career. 

Litel’s father, a Wisconsin 
banker, could find no youthful 
ambitions in his offspring and 
John was allowed to drift for 
himself. This he did, working at 
manual labor, in factories, stores 
and as an insurance salesman. 

It was not until he was twenty- 
six that John decided on an act- 
ing career. There followed a 
series of tours in road shows and 
stock companies all over the 
country, which led to several 
successful seasons on Broadway. 
Among his plays were “Room 
Service,” “Life’s Too Short” and 
“Ceiling Zero.” It was the latter 
play which called Hollywood’s 
attention to his talent, resulting 
in a Warner Bros. contract. 

Among his many film produc- 
tions are “Marked Woman,” 
“Alcatraz Island,” “The Life of 
Emile Zola,” “Gold Is Where 
You Find It,” “Virginia City,” 
“Flight Angels” and his current 
“Murder in the Air.” 


plan to steal a vital invention 
from the federal authorities— 
the “Inertia Projector,’ which 
stops airplanes from four miles 
away. The projector is to be 
tested on a flight of the dirigible, 
U.S. 8S. Mason. 

Brass is ordered to board the 
dirigible. At sea he discovers 
another agent to be one of the 
Mason’s officials. During a storm 
which forces the dirigible out to 


sea, the agent tries to steal the 
projector. Brass circumvents 
this, but the enemy gets away 
with blueprints of the inven- 
tion. Back on land, it is the pro- 
jector that brings to earth the 
plane in which Garvey and his 
accomplice are escaping with 
the blueprints. 

Lewis Seiler directed the orig- 
inal screen play by Raymond 
Schrock. 


GLAMOROUS CONTINENTAL STAR IN 
“MURDER IN THE AIR” AT STRAND 


In casting the feminine lead- 
ing role for Warner Bros.’ “Mur- 
der in the Air,” now showing at 
the Strand Theatre. Director 
Lewis Seiler seemed to have 
some pretty definite ideas on the 
subject. After Ronald Reagan, 
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GLAMOROUS SPY is Lya Lys, 
beautiful film newcomer, appear- 
ing with Ronald Reagan in War- 
ner’s ‘‘Murder in the Air,’ at 
the Strand Friday. 


John Litel, James Stephenson 
and Eddie Foy, Jr., had been 
cast, he insisted that the girl 
must have more than beauty and 
talent. He said that as a char- 
acter enmeshed in a ring of in- 
ternational spies, she’d have to 
reflect excitement, adventure. 

There were many suggestions 
before the glamorous’ screen 
newcomer, Lya Lys, was chosen. 
Here, said Seiler, was a girl 
who looked the part, projecting 
all the animation called for, 
whose background is as colorful 
as the script of the film. 

Miss Lys was born in Berlin, 
of White Russian parentage. She 
was very young when her family 


i? 


moved to France. Most of her 
youth was spent in Paris, where 
her father was a banker and her 
mother an eminent pediatrician. 

At an early age, her blonde 
beauty attracted the French di- 
rector, Julien DuVivier, who 
cast her in a series of films. 
Leading roles in German and 
Spanish films followed. Then 
she decided to come to America. 

Miss Lys, who has become 
an American citizen, says, “I 
couldn’t get away from Europe 
fast enough and you couldn’t 
get me back there for love nor 
money. Americans don’t realize 
how lucky they are to be in this 
country.” 


ADVANCE 


SHORTS 


Jane Wyman and her husband, 
Ronald Reagan, star of Warner 
Bros.’ “Murder in the Air,” 
which opens at the Strand on 
Friday, have gotten the wander- 
lust from listening to Eddie A]- 
bert’s “South of the Border” 
stories. The trio is now planning 
a jaunt into the interior of 
Mexico as soon as current as- 
signments are completed. They 
will pack in on burros and with 
equipment to help them remove 
as much ore as possible. Later 
the newlyweds will go to Mexico 
City, then fly back to Hollywood. 
Albert will return on his yawl, 
the ‘Moilie.” 


Lya Lys, currently starred in 
Warner Bros.’ “Murder in the 
Air,” which opens Friday at the 
Strand, owes her start in motion 
pictures to a couple of American 
tourists in Monte Carlo who 
thought she was a movie star. 
Lya thought, “If I look enough 
like an actress to be asked for 
my autograph, I shall become 
one.” Thus was a_ career 
launched eventually to find its 
way to Hollywood. 


Ronald Reagan will have the 
most unique movie fan club in 
the world if plans of Maude Led- 
rino, Chicago, Ill., girl are cul- 
minated. It will be composed only 
of members whose lives Reagan 
saved when he was a _ beach 
guard. The ex-life guard is now 
starred in Warner Bros.’ “Mur- 
der in the Air,” coming to the 
Strand this Friday. 


James Stephenson’s days of 
wandering are over—he hopes. 
And so do the executives of the 
Warner Bros. studio where he 
is under contract and worked 
last in a featured role in “Mur- 
der in the Air,’ which comes to 
the Strand Theatre next Fri- 
day. The wanderer has taken 
root now and lives happily with 
his wife and his Great Danes in 
a Hollywood suburb. 


John Litel, appearing in War- 
ner Bros.’ “Murder in the Air,” 
which opens at the Strand on 
Friday, is planning his summer 
vacation. Included in his plans 
is filming a complete photo- 
graphic record of the New York 
World’s Fair. 


Films’ Ace Bad Man 
In “Murder in Air” 


Rapidly stepping into the place 
of Hollywood’s ace menace is 
James Stephenson, appearing in 
Warner Bros.’ “Murder in the 
Air,” with Ronald Reagan, John 
Litel, Lya Lys and Eddie Foy, 
Jr., which opens at the Strand 
Theatre on Friday. 

The suave Englishman has 
made life uncomfortable for his 
cohorts in such films as “Devil’s 
Island,” “Heart of the North,” 
“King of the Underworld” and 
“When Were You Born?” He 
claims, “The only thing sinister 
about me is the fact that in boy- 
hood I had an ambition to be a 
dentist.” 

This ambition overcome, Ste- 
phenson went into the family 
cotton exporting business in 
Manchester, England. It was 
when “the cotton market joined 
Satan and I found myself with 
a lot of time on my hands” that 
he turned to acting, which had 
always been a suppressed desire. 

Young Stephenson joined an 
amateur theatrical company and 
became so enthused about his 
new found career he invaded 


London to make the rounds of 
the managers’ offices. Here, he 
was given an offer to join the 
Liverpool Repertory Theatre. 
Four years of 
stock, and 
Stephenson 
was taken up 
by London, 
where he ap- 
peared in a 
series of im- 
portant plays. 

When War- 
ner Bros. con- 
tracted him 
to do several 
films in Eng- 
land, he had 
little thought 
of Hollywood. But soon there- 
after, it was to Hollywood that 
Warner’s sent him for a series 
of important roles. 

Stephenson, who is six feet 
tall and weighs 172 pounds, has 
traveled extensively in pursuing 
his career. He has lived in 
Japan, China, India, Egypt, 
Italy, France, Belgium, Hawaii 
and Cuba. 
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